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“There is a famous story about the nineteenth-century Scottish physicist Lord Kelvin, “Do you know
what a mathematician i7" Kelvin once asked a class, He stepped to the blackboard and wrote

j e dx =V,
. ‘which is clearly equivalent te (4). “A mathematician,” he confinued, “is one to whom thar is as ob-
vious as twice two makes four is to you." As a matter of fact, this formula is nor obvious, either to
‘the present writer or to any of the many mathematictans he has known. The conciusion seems to be
.that Xelvin was both showing off and trying to put down his class in a rather mean-spirited way.
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