	Item #6454
	Math 291
	Special Topics

	Spring 2013
	Fridays from 12-12:50pm
	50 minutes/week


	Instructor:  
	Dusty Wilson
	Instructor:  
	Allan Walton

	Office:  
	15-213
	Office:  
	18-206

	Phone:  
	206-592-3338
	Phone:  
	206-592-3489

	Fax
	206-870-4803

	Office Hours:
	10am daily.  
	Office Hours:
	9am daily

	home page:
	http://people.highline.edu/dwilson/

	e-mail:  
	dwilson@highline.edu
	e-mail:  
	awalton@highline.edu

	facebook:
	www.facebook.com/dustywwilson


Course Description:  (1 credit) A special topics seminar course.  The seminar is an introduction to abstract mathematical reasoning and proof.
Course Objectives: The student will be able to … 
	· Demonstrate understanding of mathematical logic and proof
	


Texts: There are two books for this seminar

1.) Logicomix by Apostolos Doxiadis and Christos Papadimitriou.  
2.) Foundations of Abstract Mathematics by David Kurtz.
Prerequisite: Enrollment in one quarter of calculus and a college level writing course.  

Seminars: The class meets weekly for 50 minutes.  Prior to each class, students will be expected to do readings, prepare proofs for presentation, and prepare two questions for discussion (when notified in advance).
Participation: Readings are required – there isn’t a lecture over the material.  You must bring at least one proof to present/share.  For the Logicomix seminar, you must bring at least three typed discussion questions (two copies).  While there will be short proof lectures, this is not a lecture class – you are expected to participate in the discussion and through sharing proofs.
Office Visits: Each student is expected to make two office hour visits.  To be prepared for this visit, you should have written specific questions and/or a written draft of a proof you would like to discuss.  The purpose of these visits is give you individual feedback on your proofs prior to your presenting.
Proofs: Each student is expected to present three proofs in class.
Grading: Proofs – 45%, Attendance/Participation – 25%, Office visits – 20%, Logicomix discussion – 10%.  If P is the student’s percent in the course, then the students GPA will be assigned according to if(P>=95,4,IF(P<55,0,0.1*ROUND(P-55,0)))
Policies and Notes:

i. Corrections: Changes and corrections to grading must take place during the week following the original distribution of the graded material.  It is your responsibility to confirm accurate grading and bring it to my attention in a timely fashion.

ii. Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty are unacceptable at Highline Community College and may result in lower grades and/or disciplinary action.  It is both your right and responsibility to be familiar with the document entitled: Student Rights and Responsibilities code WAC 132I-1210 adopted by the Board of Trustees of Community College District 9 on December 13, 2007.  This is available in the counseling center.

iii. Special Concerns: If you have any special concerns about this class, please talk to me personally in my office.  
iv. Important Dates: The last day to drop without incurring a “W” and the last day to officially withdraw with a “W” are listed in the quarterly.
Tentative Class Schedule (Subject to Change)

	
	Seminar Topic
	Read Before Class
	Present On

	4/5
	Syllabus, proofs by Dusty and Allan
	1.1 – 1.3
	None

	4/12
	proof by Dusty, presentations
	1.1 – 1.3
	1.2 and 1.3

	4/19
	proof by Allan, presentations
	1.4 – 1.5 
	1.4 and 1.5

	4/26
	proof by Dusty, Logicomix Discussion
	Logicomix
	Bring Discussion Questions

	5/3
	proof by Allan, presentations
	1.6
	1.6

	5/10
	No Class – Math Conference
	
	None

	5/17
	proof by Allan, presentations
	1.7
	1.7

	5/24
	proof by Dusty, presentations
	1.8
	1.8

	5/31
	proof by Allan, presentations
	2.1
	2.1

	6/7
	proof by Dusty, presentations
	2.2
	2.2
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