	Item #6394
	Math 291
	Special Topics

	Fall 2011
	Fridays from 12-12:50pm
	50 minutes/week


	Instructor:  
	Dusty Wilson

	Office:  
	15-210

	Phone:  
	206-878-3710 ext. 3338

	Fax
	206-870-4803

	Office Hours:
	9am daily.  Also by appt.

	home page:
	http://flightline.highline.edu/dwilson/

	e-mail:  
	dwilson@highline.edu

	facebook:
	www.facebook.com/dustywwilson


Course Description:  (1 credit) A special topics seminar course.  The seminar will focus on the foundations and philosophy of mathematics: what is math, where does it come from, and what is its purpose?
Course Objectives: The student will be able to … 
	· Read and discuss the origins and philosophy of mathematics
	· Demonstrate understanding of topics discussed and read through writing. 


Texts: There are two books for this seminar

1.) Logicomix by Apostolos Doxiadis and Christos Papadimitriou.  
2.) Mathematics, the Loss of Certainty by Morris Kline.
Prerequisite: Enrollment in one quarter of calculus and a college level writing course.  

Seminars: The class meets weekly for 50 minutes.  Prior to each class, students will be expected to do readings and prepare two questions for discussion.
Participation: Readings are required.  You must bring at least three typed discussion questions (two copies) to each seminar.  This is not a lecture class – you are expected to participate in the discussion.
Essay: Students will write one paper for this class (1000-1500 words) at a college level.  The draft of the paper is due in class during the 9th week.  We may have a prolonged class on this day in order that everyone has the chance to share their work.
Grading: Paper – 40%, Attendance – 30%, Participation – 30%.  If P is the student’s percent in the course, then the students GPA will be assigned according to if(P>=95,4,IF(P<55,0,0.1*ROUND(P-55,0)))
Policies and Notes:

i. Corrections: Changes and corrections to grading must take place during the week following the original distribution of the graded material.  It is your responsibility to confirm accurate grading and bring it to my attention in a timely fashion.

ii. Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty are unacceptable at Highline Community College and may result in lower grades and/or disciplinary action.  It is both your right and responsibility to be familiar with the document entitled: Student Rights and Responsibilities code WAC 132I-1210 adopted by the Board of Trustees of Community College District 9 on December 13, 2007.  This is available in the counseling center.

iii. Special Concerns: If you have any special concerns about this class, please talk to me personally in my office.  
iv. Important Dates: The last day to drop without incurring a “W” and the last day to officially withdraw with a “W” are listed in the quarterly.
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