	8am daily in 30-211
	Math 097: Intermediate Algebra
	Noon M - Th in 30-211

	Item #6307
	Winter 2005
	Item #6309


	Instructor:  
	Dusty Wilson

	Office:  
	18-214

	Phone:  
	206-878-3710 ext. 3338

	Office Hours:
	11 – 11:50am M – Th and 9am Th. Also by appointment or drop-in.

	home page:
	http://flightline.highline.edu/dwilson/

	e-mail:  
	dwilson@highline.edu

	ICC Help
	http://flightline.highline.edu/icchelp/as/


Course Description:  (5 credits) Coordinate plane, functions, equations, inequalities, properties of lines, radical expressions, quadratic equations, system of non-linear equations.  
Course Objectives: The student will be able to … 
	· Know key terms related to the coordinate plane, graph points and lines in the rectangular coordinate system by hand.
	· Understand complex numbers and perform basic operations with complex numbers.

	· Understand the concept of functions, know the different ways of describing a function, determine domain and range of functions, and evaluate functions.
	· Simplify and perform operations on radical numbers or expressions, and solve equations involving radical expressions.

	· Solve linear equations and application problems.


	· Know and apply the different methods of solving quadratic equations: factoring, taking the square root, completing the square, and quadratic formula.

	· Solve linear, compound, and system of inequalities.
	· Solve quadratic and rational inequalities. 

	· Solve absolute value equations and inequalities. 


	· Know when and how to use the graphing calculator to evaluate or graph functions. 

	· Understand the concept of slope, recognize the different forms of the equation of lines, write equations of lines, and create linear models from a given data.
	· Solve application problems related to the topics listed above.


Text:  Interactive Mathematics Intermediate Algebra Personal Academic Notebook (PAN). 

The PAN may be obtained from the instructor.  The cost is included in the $80 fee for the course. Bring the book to class.
Prerequisite: Math 091 with a minimum grade of 1.7 or COMPASS algebra score of 47. 

Calculators:  No graphing calculator is required for this course since there is a grapher built into the computer.  However, you may find a TI-83 or TI-83 plus helpful.  Furthermore, the graphing calculator may be required in subsequent courses. Calculators may be rented from the math department on a first come first serve basis.  To rent a calculator, pay the rental fee at the cashier in building 6 and then submit the form to me.  

Attendance:  Attendance will be taken as a formal part of your grade.  Attendance may be taken more than once in a class period to encourage prompt attendance and discourage early departure. 
Homework:  The format and grading criteria for homework is as follows.

i. Which Problems?: The course calendar lists the homework that should be done each day after class.  There are three subsections of homework in each section.

a. Explain and Explore (Homework Problems).  Do every third problem beginning with 3,
             6, 9, …  Odd solutions may be found at the back of the PAN.

b. Apply (Practice Problems).  Do every third problem beginning with 3, 6, 9, …  Odd solu
             tions may be found at the back of the PAN.

c. Evaluate (Practice Test).  Do every problem.  All of the solutions are given.
ii. Format: Write your name, the date, and the homework assignment number in the upper-right corner.  Multiple page assignments must be stapled in the upper-left corner.  Each problem should be clearly labeled with the problem number.  Your work should be done neatly in pencil and you should generously space each problem. 

iii. Grading: Your homework will be graded for accuracy and completion.  Missed assignments will be given a score of zero.  Your three assignments with the lowest score will be dropped from your grade.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  

Evaluates: The Academic Systems course has computer-based “Evaluates” at the end of each section.  These are similar to section quizzes.
i. Each section begins with a “Pre-test.”  I recommend that you skip over the pre-test until you have completed the section.  At this point, you may take the pre-test as practice for the evaluate.  If you score 100% on the pre-test, it will count as your evaluate score.
ii. Be aware that you cannot exit the program in the middle of an evaluate, so avoid starting one at the end of class. 
iii. The Academic Systems program will allow you to take each evaluate a maximum of three times (the test changes slightly each time), with only the highest score counting towards your grade.  Because I understand the desire to keep working on a single section until you “get it right,” I need to help you recognize when you must move on, regardless.  For that reason, if you take ANY evaluate for the third time before Tuesday, March 1st, I will ignore that score in your final grade calculation.  That said, a good reason to leave the 3rd evaluate until the end of the quarter is that it will help you study for the final exam.
Tests:  There will be five tests given during the quarter.  
i. The tests will be cumulative, but will emphasize the material covered since the last test.  

ii. If you miss a test, a score of 0% will be assigned.  All tests must be taken during the scheduled class time.  No make-up tests.  
iii. Spoken and written communication as well as sharing of calculators during exams is prohibited.

Final Exam: A comprehensive final exam will be held in the regular class meeting room.  For those in the 8am section, the final will be from 8 – 9:50am on Tuesday, March 15th.  For those in the noon section, the final will be from 12:30 – 2:20pm on Wednesday, March 16th.  The final exam is mandatory and a grade of 0.0 may be assigned at the instructor’s discretion to those who fail to take the final exam.

Grading: Attendance: 5%, Homework: 10%, Evaluates: 5%, Exams: 50%, Final Exam: 30%.  GPA’s will be given according to the following scale:

	95-100%
	4.0
	%%%
	GPA
	%%%
	GPA
	%%%
	GPA
	%%%
	GPA

	93-4%
	3.9
	84%
	3.1
	76%
	2.3
	68%
	1.5
	60%
	0.7

	91-2%
	3.8
	83%
	3.0
	75%
	2.2
	67%
	1.4
	59%
	0.6

	90%
	3.7
	82%
	2.9
	74%
	2.1
	66%
	1.3
	58%
	0.5

	89%
	3.6
	81%
	2.8
	73%
	2.0
	65%
	1.2
	57%
	0.4

	88%
	3.5
	80%
	2.7
	72%
	1.9
	64%
	1.1
	56%
	0.3

	87%
	3.4
	79%
	2.6
	71%
	1.8
	63%
	1.0
	55%
	0.2

	86%
	3.3
	78%
	2.5
	70%
	1.7
	62%
	0.9
	54%
	0.1

	85%
	3.2
	77%
	2.4
	69%
	1.6
	61%
	0.8
	0-53%
	0.0


Policies and Notes:

i. Attendance:  You are responsible for all material covered in class including all announced changes to the schedule and assigned course work.  (If you miss class, you are still responsible for everything in class).

ii. Cell Phones: The use of cell phones, pagers, and palm pilots in class is strictly prohibited.  Failure to comply may result in your removal from the classroom.  Following one warning, you may be asked to leave the class (and/or be marked absent) if you make or receive phone calls within the class period.  Ringers should be turned off.
iii. Food and Drink – Since you will be working at a computer station nearly every day, food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom, with one exception:  if necessary, you may use a water bottle which has a pop-up spout or straw.  Be aware that there is a water fountain down the hall that you may use during class time.

iv. Internet Usage: The computers are for math only purposes.  Should you use the computers for any other purpose you may be asked to leave the class (and/or be marked absent).  This includes computer usage in the time slot between classes.  There will be one warning given.
v. Equipment: The equipment in the classroom belongs to the college.  As a student in this course, you are allowed to use the computer and headphones in this lab during class.  You may use the open labs upstairs if you want to work at other times.  Theft of the headsets will lead to higher course fees in the future.

vi. Music: There will be no listening to music during class time.  In my experience, there is a strong correlation between those listening to music (on MP3, CD, etc.) and failure in Academic Systems.  Non compliance may result in removal from the classroom (and/or you may be marked absent).  There will be one warning given.
vii. Conduct: This is an academic classroom.  Your instructor, classmates, and classroom should be treated with respect.  Disregard for this policy will result in your being asked to leave the classroom.  You will also be marked absent.
viii. Corrections: Changes and corrections to grading must take place during the week following the original distribution of the graded material.  It is your responsibility to confirm accurate grading and bring it to my attention in a timely fashion.

ix. Tutor Center: Cost-free individual and group mathematics tutoring is available at the Tutoring Center.  The Tutor Center is located in building 26, room 319.

x. Academic Dishonesty: Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty are unacceptable at Highline Community College and may result in lower grades and/or disciplinary action.  It is both your right and responsibility to be familiar with the document entitled: Student Rights and Responsibilities code WAC 1321-1210 adopted by the Board of Trustees of Community College District 9 on July 9, 1992.  This is available in the counseling center.

xi. Special Concerns: If you have any special concerns about this class, please talk to me personally in my office.  The more I know about you individually, the more I can help you be successful in this course.  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of dis-Ability; if you have emergency medical information to share with me; or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please provide me with the Letter of Accommodation you have received from the Office of Access Services.  Access Services is located in Building 6 in the Student Development Center.
xii. Important Dates: January 24th: last day to drop without incurring a “W.”  March 4th: last day to officially withdraw.
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